
NATO-GEORGIA

Public Diplomacy Forum

10-11 April

2017



EX-SOVIET UNION 



SOUTH CAUCASUS



FROZEN CONFLICTS



Putin Warns West over Kosovo

 Putin: "Other countries look after their 

interests. We consider it appropriate to 

look after our interests. We have done 

some homework and we know what we 

will do.“ February 15, 2008



OOPS! 



BAD NEWS? - GOOD NEWS?



THREATS OF RUSSIAN HARD 

AND SOFT POWER

The German Marshall Fund of the United 

States 

European Initiative - Liberal Academy 

Tbilisi 

THREATS OF RUSSIAN HARD AND 

SOFT POWER IN GEORGIA

Project Director: Lasha Tugushi

http://www.ei-

lat.ge/images/doc/threats%20of%20russ

ian%20soft%20and%20hard%20power.p

df

https://www.facebook.com/gmfus/?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/gmfus/?fref=photo
http://www.ei-lat.ge/images/doc/threats of russian soft and hard power.pdf


Anti-Western Propaganda

Media Development Foundation

Anti-Western Propaganda - Media Monitoring Report 

Author: Tamar Kintsurashvili

http://www.media-diversity.org/en/additional-

files/documents/Anti-

Western_Propaganda_Media_Monitoring_Report.pdf



European Council on Foreign 

Relations - Policy Memo

European Council on Foreign Relations 

Policy Memo

GEORGIA’S VULNERABILITY TO RUSSIAN 

PRESSURE POINTS 

Auther: Sergi Kapanadze

ecfr.eu

http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-

/ECFR106_GEORGIA_MEMO_AW.pdf

http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR106_GEORGIA_MEMO_AW.pdf


James Clapper Report

 Worldwide Threat Assessment of the US Intelligence 

Community

 The annual report to the U.S. Senate Armed Services 

Committee

 James Clapper

 Director of National Intelligence

 February 9,2016



James Clapper Report

 “Rising frustration among Georgia’s elites and the 

public with the slow pace of Western integration and 

increasingly effective Russian propaganda raise the 

prospect that Tbilisi might slow or suspend efforts 

toward greater Euro-Atlantic integration. Tensions 

with Russia will remain high, and we assess that 

Moscow will raise the pressure on Tbilisi to abandon 

closer EU and NATO ties.” –”



Encountering the Media

"We are not moving towards Europe, 

but we are Europe,”- New Georgian 

Prime Minister, Giorgi Kvirikashvili

 RFE/RL (PRAGUE, Czech Republic -- February 23, 

2016)



MDF –MONITORING

TV channels (news programs & talk shows) 

primetime talk shows of the media union Obiektivi and

 newspapers    

 news and information websites    



POLLS

 Conducted by Baltic Surveys/The Gallup Organization 
for the International Republican Institute (IRI) between 
February 22 and March 8, 2017. 

 Georgian television channels – for information about 
current international affairs for 93% of respondents (94% 
in 2016), 

 Georgian internet news and Facebook – 21% and 
13%, respectively (15% and 9% in 2016).



POLLS

 7% of respondents watch Russian TV as the main source of 
information on international affairs, which is down by 2%.

80% of respondents said that they regularly watch Imedi TV, 
up by 2% compared to 78% in 2016. 

 Rustavi 2 TV - to 78% which led the list last time with 80%, 

 Maestro and the Georgian Public Broadcaster have 28% 
each.

44% of respondents trust Rustavi 2 (down from 46% last 
year), while 33% trust Imedi TV (up from 25% last year).



USA – post Trump subscriptions 

 Big Newspapers Are Booming: 

 “The Washington Post” to hire more than 60 journalists in 

the coming months —Post's online traffic had increased 

by nearly 50 percent in the past year, and new 

subscriptions have grown by 75 percent, more than 

doubling digital subscription revenue.

 Subscriptions at ”The New York Times” have also 

surged. the Times added 276,000 net digital-only 

subscribers for its news product



Georgia - Twitter ?

TV  +

Multi- Media Platforms and



PLURALISM

 Three TV companies - Imedi, Maestro and GDS united in 

one media holding which is the sign of deteriorating 

media pluralism. As a result, there will be lack of diversity 

in editorial policy among media outlets. Pre-election 

media monitoring results as well as the fact that one of 

these TV stations was owned by the son of the former 

Prime Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili, indicate that this 

media holding will not offer much critical reporting of the 

Government’s activities.



Rustavi 2

● Politically motivated court case on ownership of critical to 
government TV Company Rustavi 2 was resolved by 
Georgian Supreme Court in favor of one of former owners. 
Who obtained all shares in Rustavi 

The monitoring of the case as well as the final decision 
provide grounds to suggest that the principle of fair trial has 
been violated throughout the proceedings. This decision may 
result in change of the editorial policy of the country’s leading 
critical television, which will likely cause irreparable damage 
to the pluralistic media environment in the country.



RUSTAVI 2 - European Court 

of Human Rights 

 On March 2, European Court of Human Rights 

temporarily halted execution of the decision of the 

Supreme Court. On March 7, the European Court 

prolonged this interim measure. 

 Critical statements of several members of the 

Government on the decision of the European Court were 

used on different discussion platforms…



GPB

 Election of, a close associate to former Prime Minister 

Bidzina Ivanishvili, as the director of Georgian Public 

Broadcaster and subsequent reforms on the Broadcaster 

create doubts that the new management carries out 

government-friendly policy. 

 Drastically initiated reform was yet another blow to the 

public trust towards the Broadcaster.



WHAT IS NEXT 

 Georgia without pluralism – will not be Georgia we are all 

trying to build.

 Georgia is a country of polyphony! 

 …





Thanks a lot for attention!




