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Today Georgia represents a significant partaker in the provision of the 
Global Security. As the security of Georgia is an integral part of the 
Global Security, the contribution to the Euro-Atlantic security is di-
rectly reflected on the security of our country.

Georgian Armed Forces perform an exemplary service everywhere, 
where needed. Georgia has been participating in peacekeeping mis-
sions since 1999: several thousands of Georgian servicemen have con-
tributed to missions in Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

While participating in peacekeeping missions Georgian servicemen re-
ceive high level military trainings and get unique combat experience. 
Taking part in international missions along with military forces of 
NATO member-states significantly contributes to the development of 
military capacities of Georgia and the achievement of full compliance 
with NATO.    

The Armed forces of Georgia have gradually transformed into mod-
ern, compliant with armed forces of the world leading countries, and 
mobile military force; today Georgian military servicemen are well-
trained, well equipped and motivated professionals, with strong belief 
that far from homeland they are serving to peace across the world and, 
first and foremost, to national interests and security of Georgia.  

GEORGIA IN INTERNATIONAL 
PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS

TODAY GEORGIAN MILITARY 
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ACROSS THE WORLD AND, 
FIRST AND FOREMOST, TO 
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Gaining international support and a consolidation are some of the key factors in 
achieving our goal of the European and Euro-Atlantic integration. In this regard, 
the contribution of our servicemen is invaluable as we strength our positions and 
gain sufficient support. Our participation in peacekeeping missions supplements 
to the topicality of Georgia in international forums and reinforces Georgia on the 
agenda, which is highly important for the democratic development, strengthen-
ing sovereignty and advancing the process of Euro-Atlantic integration.

By participating in peacekeeping operations Georgia proved to be a reliable part-
ner to NATO, which has been repeatedly emphasized by the Alliance and its 
members. Georgia has become a contributor to the Euro-Atlantic security- one 
of the criteria for the NATO membership.
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PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS
On February 18, 1965, in the period of the Cold War, a special 
committee was established by the UN resolution 2006 (XIX), 
assigned to study peacekeeping issues1. This gave a start to us-
ing a term “peacekeeping missions2”; however, it needs to be 
emphasized, that similar missions had been held in earlier times 
as well. The aim of peacekeeping was to end military actions, 
supervise a truce between hostile parties and preserve peace 
and security3.

The initial aim of peacekeeping was further developed and ex-
panded in nature, which was conditioned by the ongoing devel-
opments, conflict escalations, the complexity of conflicts man-
agement and the necessity of compound actions in the post-con-
flict situations. 

Today’s multidimensional peacekeeping operations are called 
upon not only to maintain peace and security, but also to facili-
tate the political process, protect civilians, assist in the disarma-
ment, demobilization and reintegration of former combatants; 
support the organization of elections, protect and promote hu-
man rights and assist in restoring the rule of law.

The peacekeeping operations are currently conducted on three 
continents with participation of many thousands of military ser-
vicemen and civil servants.

1    Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations  - http://www.un.org/en/
peacekeeping/ctte/CTTEE.htm
2    The term peacekeeping was coined by Canadian prime minister Lester 
Pearson for the United Nations Emergency Force deployed in the Middle East after 
the 1956 Arab-Israeli War. 
3    http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping

THE GEORGIAN 
SERVICEMEN, WHO 
HAVE SACRIFICED 
THEIR LIVES TO THE 
FREEDOM AND SECURE 
FUTURE OF OUR 
COUNTRY, SHOULD 
NOT BE PERCEIVED AS 
A SACRIFICE TO THE 
INTERESTS OF OTHER 
COUNTRY. 

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/issues/civilian.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/issues/ddr.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/issues/ddr.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/issues/ruleoflaw.shtml
http://www.answers.com/topic/lester-bowles-pearson
http://www.answers.com/topic/lester-bowles-pearson
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PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS WITH 
GEORGIA’S PARTICIPATION
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In June 1999, a military-technical agreement was con-
cluded between NATO and the Command of Yugosla-
via. After the agreement, Kosovo forces were granted 
a UN mandate, the goal of which was to prevent the 
renewal of military actions, support the international 
humanitarian aid and work of temporary UN adminis-
tration in Kosovo. 

On February 17, 2008 Kosovo declared independence. 
Despite this fact, on February 18 of the same year, 
NATO stated that the mission of the alliance would 
continue its work based on the N1244 resolution of 
the UN Security Council. Kosovo Protection Corps 
(KPC) disbanded in February, 2009 and Kosovo Se-
curity Forces (KSF) was launched, inherently a civil-
ian structure which intended to establish a strong local 
security system.  

THE CONTRIBUTION OF GEORGIA: The first 
Georgian troop (34 military servicemen) was tasked 
to protect ethnic minorities in Kosovo. 

Since 1999, within the composition of Turkish battal-
ion servicemen, the Georgian armed forces protected 
the security of local Turks in the village of Mamusha.   

KOSOVO
In 1992, the escalation of conflict in the West Bal-
kans made evident that UN required assistance and 
the issue of deepening cooperation in practical terms 
between the UN and NATO emerged on the top of the 
agenda4 . The Yugoslav conflict was the first chal-
lenge of the NATO Peacekeeping operation. 

In June 1999, with the goal to prevent a humanitarian 
catastrophe and establish peace, NATO started mili-
tary-air campaign in the Balkans. It was the last resort 
from the international community in order to put an 
end to the unceasing military actions between Serb 
military and Albanians from Kosovo.

The campaign was launched in response to the con-
tinuous disregard of UN resolutions by Slobodan Mi-
losevic5.  International community faced a choice to 
either ignore or end the ongoing violence.  It should 
be underscored, that only after exhausting every pos-
sible diplomatic means and subsequently to the fail-
ure of peacekeeping negotiations, the Alliance decid-
ed to start air attack against military and paramilitary 
structures of Yugoslavia. 

It was after 78-day air attacks on important military 
infrastructure, when President Milosevic ordered the 
army of Yugoslavia to retreat.  

4     In 1993-1994, 50 large-scale, old or new conflicts took place 
across the world, which resulted in 26.8 million refugees and 4 million 
casualties. The civilians composed 90% of casualties.
5     Slobodan Milosevic – President of Serbia in 1989-1997; President 
of the Republic of Yugoslavia in 1997-2000. Milosevic resigned after 
massive rallies held in protest of forged presidential elections in 
September 24, 2000. He was arrested by the government of Yugoslavia 
in 2001and extradited to the International tribunal of Hague. Milosevic 
was accused of genocide and the crimes against humanity in Bosnia, 
Croatia and Kosovo during the civil war in Yugoslavia. Milosevic died 
before the final judgment of conviction by the International Tribunal. He 
died of heart attack in prison in Hague on March 11, 2006.    
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One Georgian company (150 servicemen) served in 
the German brigade in the city of Prizne from 2003.  

In October 2005, the 31st light infantry battalion of 
the 3rd Infantry Brigade (129 servicemen) joined the 
above-mentioned contingent. It was the eighth rota-
tion undertaken by Georgian subunits in the German 
Brigade.   

In 2006 a Company of the 31st light infantry was re-
placed with a Company of the 32nd battalion of the 
same brigade. 150 servicemen took pre-training 
course in the study centre of the city of Hamelbourg. 

Before being sent to Kosovo Georgian, units took a 
one-month training course in Germany on protecting 
strategic facilities. The course covered programs of 
conducting patrol, firearms training, topographic, and 
first aid.  

In April 2008 Georgian peacekeeping contingent left 
the Balkan territory. 

In 1999-2008, 2259 Georgian servicemen participat-
ed in peacekeeping missions in Kosovo. 

Georgian Armed Forces have not claimed losses in 
Kosovo. 
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IRAQ

Peacekeeping mission in Iraq was not conducted under the aegis 
of NATO. In the operation held by the United States of America the 
role of the Alliance was supporting the effort of the Government of 
Iraq to create effective armed forces and increase defense capabil-
ities.

On June 22, 2004 the Prime Minister of the Interim Government of 
Iraq requested the Secretary General of NATO to render assistance 
in training of Iraqi servicemen and technical issues.    

On July 30, 2004 NATO Training Implementation Mission was es-
tablished in Iraq. Since August 7 of the same year NATO has been 
providing training to Iraqi servicemen inside the country as well as 
on the territory of its member states. Initially the Training Imple-
mentation Mission was composed of 50 Officers. 

On September 22, 2004, on the bases of Training Implementation 
Mission recommendations, the North Atlantic Council decided to 
augment the personnel in Iraq and establish the center of “Army 
Training and Doctrine Command” (“Training, Education and Doc-
trines Centre”).  The number of the personnel participating in the 
mission increased to 300 with assignment to train the middle and 
high rank servicemen of Iraq. The title of the mission – “NATO 
Training Mission - Iraq” - was changed and carried a non-combat-
ant nature in essence. Its goal was to train and equip Iraqi service-
men and provide them technical assistance.

During 2004-2006 around 5 000 Iraqi military servicemen im-
proved their qualification within the frames of the NATO mission 
and North Atlantic Alliance provided various military-technical 
means to the Government of Iraq, the total cost of which was EUR 
115 mln.       

PEACEKEEPING MISSION 
IN IRAQ WAS NOT 

CONDUCTED UNDER 
THE AEGIS OF NATO. IN 
THE OPERATION HELD 
BY THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA THE ROLE 
OF THE ALLIANCE WAS 

SUPPORTING THE EFFORT 
OF THE GOVERNMENT 

OF IRAQ TO CREATE 
EFFECTIVE ARMED 

FORCES AND INCREASE 
DEFENSE CAPABILITIES.
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF GEORGIA: After several months since 
the Coalition forces entered Iraq, Georgian military contingent joined the 
mission. In 2003 Georgian medical group (21 servicemen) and an engi-
neering platoon was sent to Iraq, the city of Tikrit, with the peacekeeping 
mission.  

In 2004 the number of Georgian servicemen among the coalition forces 
of peacekeeping mission in Iraq increased to 555, whilst in 2005 it be-
came 1110.  

Two years later, from July 2007, by the decision of the President of Geor-
gia and the consent of the Parliament, 2 000 servicemen of the III Brigade 
participated in the peacekeeping mission in Iraq, the city of Al-qut (the 
Province of Wasit).  
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In January, 2008 the 3rd Infantry Brigade was replaced by the 1st Infantry Brigade. Personnel of the Brigade in 
the province of Wasit was distributed in the following manner: Base “Delta – 1500 servicemen, Base “Clear” 
– 350 servicemen and 150 servicemen in the city of Baghdad.   

During the August war in 2008, the one brigade of the armed forces was carrying out the peacekeeping mission 
in Iraq. In consideration of the difficult situation in Georgia, Georgian servicemen had to return to their country 
urgently.   

Georgian armed forces suffered losses in the Iraq opera-
tion. In 2005 Lieutenant of the 13th battalion, Mikheli Ku-
tateladze was wounded as a result of explosion. Georgian 
as well as American press were overflowed with photos 
of a Georgian hero who was visited by the President Bush 
and the Secretary of State Mrs. Rice in hospital. Lieu-
tenant of the First Infantry Battalion Giorgi Margievi and 
grenade-launcher Colonel Zurab Gvenetadze died on May 
2, 2008; on June 4, 2008 Sargent of the 13 th battalion of 
the first Infantry Brigade Irakli Kordzaia died as a result of 
bombing 35 km away from Baghdad.    
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NATO PEACEKEEPING 
OPERATION IN 
AFGHANISTAN

IN THE HISTORY OF THE 
ALLIANCE ISAF IS THE 

LARGEST-SCALE OPERATION 
HELD OUTSIDE THE EURO-

ATLANTIC AREA. ISAF 
UNITES 49 NATO MEMBER 

AND PARTNER COUNTRIES 
WHICH IS A HUGE MILITARY 
COALITION IN THE MODERN 

HISTORY.
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Peacekeeping Mission in Afghanistan is the first and 
the most large-scale military operation carried out 
beyond the Euro-Atlantic area in the history of the 
North Atlantic Alliance. It was the direct response to 
the attack against the United States (9/11, 2001). It 
should be noted, that in the history of NATO, it was 
the first case when the fifth article of the North-Atlan-
tic Treaty was activated. An operation was based on 
UN Security Council resolution No. 1386 of Decem-
ber 2001.

The U.S. led operation to liquidate Al-Qaeda6 and the 
repressed regime of Taliban7, nested in Afghanistan, 
started immediately after the attack. 

In December 2001, after ousting terrorist organization 
Al-Qaeda from Afghanistan, leaders of the opposition 
of Afghanistan held a conference in Bon, Germany. 
The purpose of the conference was reviewing the 
prospective reviving and development of the country. 
At the meeting it was decided to form international 
Security Assistance Forces/ISAF8, as per the N 1386, 
1413, 1444 resolutions of the UN with a purpose of 
establishing a new state structure – provisional gov-
ernment of Afghanistan and ensuring security.   

In the history of the Alliance ISAF is the largest-scale 
operation held outside the Euro-Atlantic area. ISAF 
unites 49 NATO member and partner countries which 
is a huge military coalition in the modern history.   
6     Al-Qaeda – a terrorist organization, main goal of which is establishing of pan-Is-
lamic Caliphate in the Islamic world and its further expansion across the world. The 
organization considers the USA and Israel as its main enemies. 
7    Taliban warriors are the warriors of wide spectrum. They mostly operate in small 
groups and have relative or religious ties (Muslim fundamentalists). They have con-
nections with many terrorist organizations, including Al-Qaeda. They mostly con-
duct guerilla activities and their scope of operation is Islamic Republic of Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. Taliban members do not retreat before anyone or anything. They 
use every possible mean to destroy and terrify the enemy. Main source of funding 
for the organization is illegal trade in arms and drug trafficking.   
8    ISAF-s presence in Afghanistan comes in compliance with the wish of demo-
cratically elected government of the country. 

52,686 military servicemen are currently serving un-
der the mission (February 2014) 9

Its objective has been training of national security 
forces of Afghanistan, development of governmental 
institutes and fight against insurgents. 

On the first stage the main task of ISAF was protec-
tion of the capital city of Kabul and its vicinity from 
Taliban and Al-Qaeda in order to secure the devel-
opment of Interim Temporary Administration of Af-
ghanistan (after ousting Al-Qaeda from Afghanistan 
by the US and several of its allies in December 2001 
Interim Administration lead by Hamid Karzai was es-
tablished).   

The first Presidential elections in Afghanistan were 
held in 2004 which was won by Hamid Karzai. In 
October 2003 the Security Council of the UN ex-
panded the area of operating of ISAF on the whole 
territory of the country. The program “Partnership for 
Peace” was fully launched. Relationships established 
within the frames of this program enabled NATO to 
conclude mutual agreements on passing cargos and 
disposition of resources. 

After 2006 coalition forces got actively engaged in 
combat operation in the south-east regions of the 
country and the tendency continued until 2011. 

The US has the biggest contingent in ISAF mission, 
followed by Britain and NATO member and partner 
countries.   

9    http://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/
pdf_2014_02/20140225_140220-ISAF-Placemat.pdf

http://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/pdf_2014_02/20140225_140220-ISAF-Placemat.pdf
http://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/pdf_2014_02/20140225_140220-ISAF-Placemat.pdf
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The ISAF military operation 
will come to end in 2014. 
From 2015 the Alliance will 
continue supporting Afghan 
National forces in order to 
contribute to their sustainabil-
ity and enable them to control 
the territory within their ca-
pacity.

THE CONTRIBUTION OF 
GEORGIA: With the purpose 
of increasing the security lev-
el at the Presidential elections, 
NATO asked for support to the 
ally and partner countries, in-
cluding Georgia. 

In 2004 a reinforced Infantry 
Platoon (50 servicemen) was 
sent to participate in ISAF 
peacekeeping mission. The 
Platoon performed its mission 
as part of the German contin-
gent. Their task was to ensure 
security during Presidential 
elections in Afghanistan.  

A Georgian surgeon has been 
sent to Afghanistan, in the 
province of Guri, city of Cha-
gcharan in the composition 
of Provincial Reconstruction 
Team of the Republic of Lith-
uania since 2007. Doctors 
were changed once in every 6 
months by rotation. 
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From November 2009 until January 2012 Georgian 
peacekeeping company accomplished its mission 
within the composition of French contingent in the 
city of Kabul (Regional Command “Warhouse” base). 
The above-mentioned Companies took their training 
courses for the peacekeeping mission in Sachkhere 
Mountain-Training School. From January 2012 the 
Infantry company was replaced by the reinforced In-
fantry Platoon (50 servicemen). From May 2013 the 
platoon was subordinated to the American contingent. 
Each platoon took training courses for the mission in 
Krtsanisi National Training Center.   

In January 2010 two liaison officers were sent to the 
headquarters of Turkish contingent in the Center of 
Regional Command, city of Kabul. 

Georgian military instructors (artillerists) performed 
their mission within the composition of French con-
tingent from 2011 to April 2012 in the province of 
Kandagar. 

In april 2010 31st Infantry battalion of the 3rd Infantry 
Brigade of the Georgian Armed Forces was sent to 
Helmand Province in the south of Afghanistan. The 
battalion carried out full spectrum of operations un-
der the support of the US Marine Corps. In November 
2010 31st battalion was replaced by the 32nd battalion 
of the 3rd Infantry Brigade by rotation.  

From April 2011 peacekeeping mission in the Prov-
ince of Helmand was performed by the 33rd battalion. 
6 months after, in November 2011, 755 servicemen of 
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the 31st Light Infantry battalion of the 3rd Infantry Brigade gradually replaced 
the personnel of the 33rd battalion. 

In April 2012 31st battalion of the 3rd Infantry Brigade was replaced by the 
23rd battalion of the 2nd Infantry Brigade. The 31st battalion was performing its 
mission in the Province of Helmand in the composition of the US contingent. 

In October 2012 one additional battalion was sent to Afghanistan. Consequent-
ly the number of Georgian servicemen in Afghanistan achieved 1600. 23rd bat-
talion of the IInd Infantry Brigade was replaced by the 12nd battalion of the Ist 

Infantry. It was the second time of the 32nd battalion of the IIIrd Infantry Bri-
gade in Afghanistan along with the 12th battalion.  

After 6 months, they were replaced by the 33nd battalion of the III Infantry 
Brigade and 42nd Light Infantry battalion of the IV Infantry Brigade. III Infan-
try Brigade of the 31st battalion continued performing its mission in Afghani-
stan. The battalion is within the composition of ISAF for the third time. 

The mission of Georgian servicemen is to combat terrorism, patrol within their 
area of action to ensure safety of population and arranging mobile checkpoints. 

The Georgian servicemen take 6 month intensive training courses for the 
peacekeeping mission. The course is delivered by the Team of Instructors of 
the US Marine Corps. The Georgian contingent takes one month task-oriented 
training course in Hohenfeld, Germany. The course serves to the assessment of 
the attainment level of the battalion.   

The level of readiness of Georgian servicemen for performing specific tasks 
has always received high assessment by the representatives of international 
forces.  

Georgia underwent heavy losses in the ISAF mission. 29 Georgian servicemen 
have been in the fight against terrorism; hundreds of others were wounded and 
hurt (Current data - 01.04.2014).

Two battalions of the Armed forces of Georgia will remain in Afghanistan until 
the end of the mission. After the expiration of the operation in 2014, Georgian 
side will be involved in a new operation with new tasks.  
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  NATO RESPONSE FORCE
The NATO Response Force (NRF) is a highly ready 
and technologically advanced multinational force 
made up of land, air, maritime and Special Opera-
tions Forces components that the Alliance can deploy 
quickly wherever needed. The alliance can deploy 
the forces rapidly in any region, where needed. The 
forces are able to carry out full spectrum of military 
operations all across the world, e.g. evacuate popu-
lation, help population in cases of natural calamities, 
combat terrorism or prepare grounds for entering 
larger-scale forces in various regions. 

NATO Response Forces include 25 000 servicemen. 
They can start entering certain regions within 5 days 
after receiving notification and solve the tasks set 
within 30 days or, in case of relevant support, within 
longer period of time.      

Georgia’s success in terms of modernization and 
formation of its armed forces is unquestionable. 
The proof of Georgia’s success is its involvement in 
NATO Response Forces. The certification process for 
engaging in NATO Response Forces has been going 
on in an expedited manner due to the high level of 
compliance of Georgian Armed Forces with NATO. 

Georgia will join NATO Response Forces from 2015. 
The fact is an excellent opportunity for Georgia to 
move to a new stage of development along with com-
petitive partners. Georgia has already showed its 
readiness to participate in the above mentioned ini-
tiative in 2016. 



19INFORMATION CENTER  ON NATO AND EU



20 GEORGIA IN INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS



21INFORMATION CENTER  ON NATO AND EU

EU CIVIL MISSION AND 
MILITARY OPERATIONS
A framework agreement between Georgia and EU 
on the “Involvement of Georgia in EU civil mission 
and military operations” was signed at the Eastern 
Partnership Summit of the EU on November 28, 
2014.   At the same time, Georgia received invitation 
from the EU to take part in several new missions. The 
agreement will allow Georgia to join the EU-led cri-
sis management operations and in this way, together 
with the EU, make its contribution to the promotion 
and maintenance of security in the world.

EU began to seriously consider its security and rapid 
response capabilities after rapid response of Europe 
in African countries, including Mali, had become 
necessary, but the European Union appeared not to be 
appropriately ready for. Europe Security and Defense 
policy was developed. Georgia is ready to get in-
volved in the peacekeeping trainings in the Republic 
of Central Africa (EUFOR RCA) and military train-
ing mission in Mali (EUTM MALI) conducted under 
the aegis of the European Union.   

Deepening cooperation in EU joint security and de-
fence policy framework is a significant step forward 
in terms of EU integration.
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