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Another year full of activities has passed. In 

2019, the team at the Information Center on 

NATO and EU, which I joined in September, 

actively worked on one of the most 

important issues for Georgia – as you know, 

during the 15 years since its establishment, 

the Center has been working to gain the 

conscious support and engagement of the 

Georgian population towards Georgia’s 

European and Euro-Atlantic integration. 

We seek to communicate in a simple and 

easy-to-understand language the tangible 

benefits, assistance and co-operation 

that Georgia’s NATO and EU integration 

processes bring.

In 2019, a major challenge for our 

country continued to be the strong anti-

Western propaganda, which actively 

and deliberately uses all opportunities to 

threaten the unity of Georgian citizens 

and undermine the support for one of 

the country’s top foreign policy priorities. 

The problem is particularly acute in 

rural areas. That is why we have put 

T H E  D I R E C T O R
,
S 

A D D R E S S

We are extremely proud of 

what we have been able to 

achieve in 2019. This year, 

the Information Center team implemented 

760 events throughout Georgia, 

involving more than 43 500 citizens.

This figure is the highest in the Center
,
s 

history.
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a great deal of effort and emphasis 

on the regions and have launched an 

active information campaign in all major 

municipalities and villages. In this regard, 

I would like to extend our gratitude to the 

U.S. Department of State and the U.S. 

Embassy in Georgia for their support in 

helping us strengthen our work in various 

municipalities, expand our regional 

network, and launch an active awareness-

raising campaign on NATO and the EU.

We are extremely proud of what we have 

been able to achieve in 2019. This year, the 

Information Center team implemented 760 

events throughout Georgia1, involving more 

than 43 500 citizens.

This figure is the highest in the Center´s 

history.

Strategic communication with our citizens 

and delivering the right information to 

target audiences is the core task of our 

Center. Consequently, this year we have 

been actively working with the wider 

audience, information disseminators and 

vulnerable groups: young people, teachers, 

media, local authorities, ethnic minorities, 

military personnel and the population 

living in the villages near to the occupation 

line.

1 Besides the Georgian regions occupied by Russia.

This year was marked by a variety of 

events. In addition to the successful NATO 

and Europe Days campaigns, the Center has 

also been actively campaigning for visa-

free travel to EU / Schengen countries. Also 

worth mentioning is the NATO-Georgia 

Public Diplomacy Forum, which was held 

for the fourth time in Georgia with the 

assistance of the NATO Public Diplomacy 

Division. I am glad that the Forum is gaining 

importance year by year and has become 

one of the key platforms for people from 

all over the world working on strategic 

communications and public diplomacy. 

Along with various other high-level experts, 

NATO Assistant Secretary General for 

Public Diplomacy, Ambassador Tacan 

Ildem and Lea Gabrielle, Special Envoy 

and Coordinator of the U.S. Department 

of State’s Global Engagement Center, 

participated as special guests in the 2019 

NATO-Georgia Public Diplomacy Forum.

It is also noteworthy that for the first time, 

we launched the pilot educational program 

“Raising Awareness on Georgia’s European 

and Euro-Atlantic Integration Process” for 

teachers and principals of Pankisi Gorge 

public schools. As a result, 20 teachers from 

the Pankisi Gorge went on a study visit to 

Brussels and became familiar with the work 

of European and Euro-Atlantic structures. 
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I would like to express my appreciation to 

the EU Delegation in Georgia and the Office 

of the State Minister for Reconciliation and 

Civic Equality of Georgia for their successful 

cooperation on this project.

Also, I would particularly highlight the 

“Teacher-Guide to Europe” project. Up to 

150 teachers, trained within the program, 

implemented 60 projects independently in 

their schools throughout the year. At the 

end of the project the authors of the ten 

best initiatives paid a study visit to Tallinn.

2019 was a very busy year with regards to 

NATO-Georgia relations. It is especially 

noteworthy that at the Batumi Shota 

Rustaveli State University, the Deputy 

Secretary General of NATO, Rose 

Gottemoeller met with the students of 

various higher education institutions 

throughout Western Georgia.
TAMARA TSULEISKIRI

Director

Acting as a hub and space for open 

dialogue for all actors involved and 

interested in the European and Euro-

Atlantic integration process was one of the 

most useful and important functions that 

our Center proudly continued to perform.

These results would not be possible without 

the firm support of our partners. I would like 

to thank the entire team of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and all our partners for their 

successful cooperation; Our donors – U.S. 

Embassy, EU Delegation, NATO Liaison 

Office, Embassies of Poland and Estonia, 

Estonian Center for Eastern Partnership, 

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, UN Association 

project “Promoting Integration, Tolerance 

and Awareness” (PITA). Our team is proud to 

have close partnership with the civil sector, 

the diplomatic corps and the media.



Who We are

our goal

our tasks

our Work

timeline of maJor aCtiVities

annual statistiCs 2019

signifiCant proJeCts of the year

target audienCes 

and important eVents 

information materials

our partners

C O N T E N T

06

06

07

07

08

10

1 1

22

41

42

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 



L E P L  I n f o rma t i o n  C e n t e r  o n  N A T O  a n d  E U6

Information Center on NATO and EU 

(the Center) is a legal entity of public law 

established in 2005. Since 2017, the Center 

has been operating under the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Georgia.

The Center actively functions across the 

country with its head office in Tbilisi and 

11 regional bureaus in the following regions: 

Adjara2, Guria, Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti, 

Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti, 

Imereti, Samtskhe-Javakheti, Shida Kartli, 

Mtskheta-Mtianeti, Kvemo Kartli and 

Kakheti.  

The goal of the Center is to obtain, 

strengthen and increase conscious public 

support towards Georgia’s European and 

Euro-Atlantic integration process through 

effective and proactive communication with 

various target audiences. 

O U R  G O A LWHO  W E  A R E

BATUMI
SHUAKHEVI

KUTAISI

OZURGETI

ZUGDIDI AMBROLAURI

GORI

TIANETI

TELAVI

AKHALKALAKI
MARNEULI

2 In Batumi and Shuakhevi.
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 To build effective and tailor-made communication 

with Georgian citizens, including 

vulnerable groups (ethnic minority 

representatives, the population living 

near the occupation line and in high 

mountainous regions) on the importance 

of Georgia’s European and Euro-

Atlantic integration process, its positive 

outcomes and existing possibilities. 

 To raise awareness  within the Georgian 

 population about Western values.  

 To provide  the Georgian population 

with unbiased and comprehensive 

information regarding the implemented, 

ongoing and planned reforms towards 

Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic 

integration.  

 To promote  the active involvement of civil 

society in planning and implementing 

the strategic communications policy on 

EU and NATO membership.

 To strengthen the resilience  of Georgian 

citizens towards disinformation and 

anti-western propaganda.

Information Center on NATO and EU carries 

out a variety of activities across Georgia 

to achieve its goals, including information 

meetings and campaigns, public lectures, 

seminars, open discussions and educational 

and intellectual activities.

In 2019, the Center established active 

communication with various target 

audiences, including young people, 

teachers, representatives of local self-

government bodies, ethnic minorities, 

communities living near the occupation line, 

farmers/entrepreneurs, the media and civil 

society sector.

In 2019, the Center carried out 760 events 

reaching out to more than 43500 citizens 

across Georgia*. 

It should be noted that the Center’s 

activities and main tasks are in line with 

the Communication Strategy of the 

Government of Georgia on Georgia’s EU 

and NATO Membership for 2017-2020.

O U R  T A S K S O U R  A C T I V I T I E S

* Besides the Georgian regions occupied by 
Russia.
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T I M E L I N E
MAJOR Activities of 2019

2019

The project “Increasing 

Regional Outreach 

and Engagement Over 

Western Integration” 

February-December 2019

Study visit 

to Brussels 

for the Pankisi 

Gorge teachers.  

February 2019

Open Days at the 

Information Center 

February-December 2019

The third phase 

of the “Visa-Free 

Travel” campaign  

March-October 2019

Europe 

Day in 

Rike Park 

May, 2019

Europe 

Days  

5-25 May, 2019

Teacher-Guide 

to Europe 

May, 2019

Europe-

Georgia’s 

Historical 

Choice 

May, 2019

Communicators 

for Better 

Communication 

May, October 2019

Study visit for 

teachers 

to Estonia 

June, 2019
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Seminar for military 

servicemen 

June, 2019

Seminar for 

community police officers

July, 2019

Summer school 

for students  

August, 2019

NATO Days 2019 

October, 2019

Meeting of 

the NATO 

Deputy 

Secretary 

General with 

students  

October, 2019

Young 

European 

Ambassadors  

October, 2019

NATO-Georgia 

Public Diplomacy 

Forum 2019 

October, 2019

One Day in 

the Army 

October, 2019

Media School 

for ethnic 

minority 

representatives 

October, 2019

NATO – Choice 

for Peaceful and 

Stable Development  

October-November 2019

ANNU A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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A N N U A L  S T A T I S T I C S
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 44 activities were held in Tbilisi with the participation of 4 113 people;

 716 activities were carried out in the regions with the involvement of 39 648 citizens;

 353 Meetings with the participation of 11 426 people – “Increasing Regional Outreach 

and Engagement Over Western Integration”;

 276 events involving 12 578 young people; 

 60 meetings with 2 299 teachers;

 96 seminars for 4 452 civil servants / local self-government representatives;

 17 meetings with 718 farmers / entrepreneurs;

 123 meetings with 3 378 representatives of ethnic minorities; 

 14 meetings with 657 citizens living in the villages near the occupation line;

 366 military servicemen were engaged in 5 events;

 22 activities for 375 media representatives;

 674 representatives of the civil sector involved in 10 meetings; 

 181 public events involving the wider audience, in particular, 15 397 people.

The statistics for 2019 is the highest number in the history of the Center.

 760 events
with the participation

of more than 43 500 CITIZENS



S I G N I F I C A N T
P R O J E C T S
O F  T H E  Y E A R

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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In 2018, the U.S. Department of State allocated financial support worth $499,675 to the In-

formation Center on NATO and EU to increase public awareness and engagement in the 

regions on Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic Integration process. The 18-month project 

has been ongoing since the beginning of 2019. The project aims at delivering accurate infor-

mation on Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process to the wider public in 

the ten regions of the country.

In 2019, within the frames of the project, the Center organized 353 events reaching 11,430 persons, 

at the municipal level, as well as in the villages. 

It is worth noting that the Center’s regional network has been strengthened and expanded. 

Today, the Center operates 11 fully equipped regional representations.

“Increasing Regional Outreach 
and Engagement Over Western Integration” 
project
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The project “Increasing Regional Outreach and Engagement Over Western Integration” with 

its media component aims at increasing media coverage of Georgia’s western integration 

issues in the regions.    

In frames of the project, 20 media outlets (TV, radio, printed and web-media) from 10 regions 

of the country have been selected through an open contest. So far,  140 thematic media 

products (talk-shows, documentaries, printed, audio and video pieces, extensive e-articles) have been produced.

353 events with

11 430 people

the participation of

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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From 5 to 25 May 2019, the Europe Days were organized for the 7th time by the Center. Around 13,400 

people participated in up to 90 events in Tbilisi and the regions of the country.  The Europe Days were 

dedicated to the 5th anniversary of the Georgia-EU Association Agreement and the 10th 

anniversary of the Eastern Partnership Agreement and aimed at informing the population 

on the existing cooperation and the new tangible opportunities. The Europe Days in Rike 

Park was opened under the motto “Stronger Together”. Information Center on NATO and 

EU, together with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Internal 

Affairs, presented a simulation exercise of visa-free travel to the EU. 

Europe Days 
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Up to 13,400 citizens

 The Europe Days were marked with large-scale 

events and active civic engagement. These included:

 A study visit for teachers to Estonia; 

 A visa-free travel information campaign; 

 “Europe-Georgia’s Historic Choice”– seminar for 

 the Heads of Municipalities; 

 Various open-air informational and awareness-

raising activities; 

 The cycle of public meetings- “Me-European”;  

 “Young European Ambassadors”- seminar for 

students; 

 Seminars – “Teacher-Guide to Europe” for teachers 

and “Communicators for Better Communication” for 

representatives of the Public Relations divisions of 

the State Governor’s Administration Offices; 

 Various thematic public meetings and round table 

discussions for the representatives of NGOs and 

other groups were organized. 

involved in up to 90 activities

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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From 3 to 31 October 2019, NATO Days were held for the 12th time in Georgia. Within the 

frames of the project, an intensive dialogue on NATO and NATO-Georgia cooperation took 

place between the government, the non-governmental sector and wide society. NATO Days 

aims at strengthening the conscious support of the citizens and raising their awareness on 

NATO, NATO-Georgia cooperation. 

NATO days 

7200 people participated
in 80 events

More than
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The Center implemented more than 80 information and educational activities on Georgia
,
s 

Euro-Atlantic Integration process with the participation of 7,200 citizens across the country 

(including those from regions densely populated with ethnic minorities and villages near the occupation line).

The NATO Days 2019 was opened by the NATO Deputy Secretary General Rose Gottemo-

eller’s meeting with the students and was closed by the NATO-Georgia Public Diplomacy 

Forum.

ANN U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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On 30 and 31 October, NATO-Georgia Public Diplomacy Forum was held for the 4th time in 

Tbilisi. The Forum is an important platform for discussing public diplomacy issues and stra-

tegic communications.  The Forum was opened by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia 

David Zalkaliani.

“For the last 20 years, Georgia has been making an important contribution to 

the common strengthening of Euro-Atlantic security. With this, our country has 

proved to be a reliable and faithful partner of the Alliance. The Alliance recog-

nizes the progress Georgia has made. The Alliance considers Georgia to be an 

exemplary country having the same democratic values as NATO. Georgia is one 

of the largest contributors to the “Resolute Support Mission” in Afghanistan.    

Special guests, NATO Assistant Secretary General for Public Diplomacy, Amb. Tacan Ildem 

and Special Envoy and Coordinator of the Global Engagement Center of the U.S. Department 

of State, Lea Gabrielle delivered welcoming speeches for the participants. 

NATO-Georgia 
Public Diplomacy Forum 
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In the frames of the event, the participants discussed topics such as NATO-Georgia cooperation, 

the existing hybrid threats in the Black Sea region, anti-western propaganda and the role of information 

and education as tools of combating it.  

This year the Forum hosted high-level experts from the following NATO member and part-

ner states: The United States of America, Great Britain, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Bulgar-

ia, Romania, Finland. The invited professionals from the government institutions, NATO 

HQ, international and local NGOs, research and analytical organizations participated in 

the event.  

The Forum was held in Georgia within the frames of NATO Days, with the support of 

the NATO Liaison Office, NATO Public Diplomacy Division and the Embassy of Poland to 

Georgia. 

ANN U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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The Center was actively involved in the implementation of the information campaign on 

visa-free travel to the EU/Schengen zone. In 2019, in the frames of the campaign, 44 events 

were held focusing on the rules and regulations of visa-free travel engaging up to 7,700 persons. Additionally, 

it needs to be underlined that the topic of visa-free travel regulations and the importance of the lawful use of 

its benefits was one of the key topics of all other information activities (more than 750) organized by the Center 

in the reporting period. 

Information campaign 
on visa-free regime 
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In order to raise awareness on the rules and obligations of the visa-free travel, the Center 

also organized simulations in “Euro villages” in Tbilisi, Tskaltubo and Ozurgeti.  In the frames 

of the activity, the representatives of the Information Center on NATO and EU, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Public Service Hall and MIA Border Police informed more than 4 000 participants 

on the rules and obligations of travel to the EU/Schengen zone. 
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44 meetings
with the participation of

up to 7 700 citizens
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Target audiences 
and important events
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The role of the youth is extremely important in the country
,
s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process. 

Therefore, the youth is one of the priority target groups of the Center.  The main goal of communication 

with young people is to deepen their knowledge on western values, the importance of Eu-

ropean and Euro-Atlantic integration process, opportunities and challenges as well as to 

encourage their active involvement in the process. Considering the above-mentioned, 

the Center organizes various activities for the youth, including public lectures, seminars, open days, 

summer schools, contests, intellectual games, study trips3 and sportS events. In this regard, the year 2019 

was exceptional – around 13 000 young people participated in more than 300 events. 

YOUTH

More than 13 000 young people

engaged in 300 activities

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 

3 Visits to NATO ships and excursions to the Museum of occupation.
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It is especially noteworthy that the meeting of NATO Deputy Secretary General Rose Gotte-

moeller with the students of the universities of Western Georgia was held in Batumi Shota 

Rustaveli State University on 3 October. The meeting was an official opening event of NATO 

Days 2019. 

“Georgia’s partnership with NATO contains all the political and practical tools necessary 

to enable membership when the conditions are right.” – said Ms. Gottemoeller address-

ing the students. 

The NATO Deputy Secretary General underlined the importance of the positive dynamics, the effective use of 

the existing instruments and mechanisms of NATO-Georgia cooperation, Georgia
,
s role in international 

security, the strategic importance of the Black Sea for the Alliance and the importance of strengthening 

Georgia
,
s defence capabilities. 

The meeting was organized in the frames of the North Atlantic Council’s visit to Georgia.

Meeting of the NATO Deputy Secretary General with the students
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In 2019, the summer school of the Information Center on NATO and EU was organized for the 

students of higher education institutions studying at bachelor’s and master’s levels. The goal 

of the project was to inform participants on the current issues of Georgia’s European and 

Euro-Atlantic integration and increase their engagement in the process.

The summer school was organized for the 8th time and up to 250 young people were trained in 

the framework of the project.

Summer School for the Students

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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Since 2015, the Center has been implementing the project “Let’s meet Britain” for the chil-

dren of Georgian military servicemen deceased or wounded in the August 2008 war and the 

NATO-led peacekeeping mission in Afghanistan.  Within the frames of the project, the chil-

dren take free English and British culture courses in the British Corner in Tbilisi. The project 

is being implemented at the initiative of the Information Center on NATO and EU, with the 

support of the British Embassy in Georgia and the English Language studying center – British 

Corner and in cooperation with the Ministry of Defence of Georgia. 

LET
,
S MEET BRITAIN  

In 2019, fifteen series of “Open Days” were hosted by the Center for public and private 

schools, as well as for university students, including those from the regions.  As a result, the 

Center welcomed up to 400 guests in its premises. 

During the “Open Days” the representatives of the Center provided information to the youth 

on the country’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process as well as the activities of 

the Center and its goals.

Open Days 
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It is the school, school community and, first and foremost, the teacher, whose role is crucial in developing 

the person
,
s mindset, values and perceptions.  Therefore, it is vital to ensure that discussions on 

Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process and European values become part 

of the learning process. In this regard, teachers represent one of the most important target 

groups for the Center. In 2019, up to 2300 teachers across the country were trained on Georgia
,
s 

European and Euro-Atlantic integration processes within 60 activities. 

TEACHERS

60events for up to
2 300 teachers

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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The project “Teacher-Guide to Europe” was organized for the 6th time this year. It should 

be noted that the seminar was particularly large-scale, where up to 150 teachers of public and 

private schools from Tbilisi and different regions of Georgia participated, including those from regions 

densely populated with ethnic minorities and villages near the occupation line. 

In the frames of the project, the teachers were encouraged to plan and implement various 

activities at schools, aimed at popularization of European values. Ten project winners, travelled 

to Tallinn, Estonia, where they got acquainted with the country
,
s education system, ongoing reforms and 

initiatives.  

The project was organized by the Information Center on NATO and EU and the National 

Center for Teacher´s Professional Development, supported by the Friedrich Ebert Founda-

tion, Estonian Center for Eastern Partnership and the Embassy of Estonia in Georgia. 

During 6 years, within the frames of the Project, up to 700 teachers were trained, 400 projects were implemented 

and 60 study visits of teachers to different EU member countries were organized. 

„Teacher-Guide to Europe“ 
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The project “NATO-Choice for Peaceful and Stable Development” was successfully organ-

ized for the 7th time this year with the support of the NATO Liaison Office in Georgia and 

NATO Public Diplomacy Division. Up to 800 teachers were trained within 26 seminars.   

In 2019, two cycles of seminars were organized. Within the frames of the project, up to 40 

teachers from different regions of Georgia together with 20 teachers from Tbilisi held meet-

ings with the Government officials and NATO Liaison Office representatives, NATO member 

countries´ ambassadors and experts. The participants were informed about the importance 

of the Euro-Atlantic integration process and NATO-Georgia cooperation mechanisms. 

„NATO – Choice for Peaceful and Stable Development “ 

ANNU A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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Under the joint initiative of the Information Center on NATO and EU and the Office of the 

State Minister of Georgia for Reconciliation and Civic Equality, 20 teachers from Pankisi Gorge 

were retrained on issues of European and Euro-Atlantic integration. The first pilot educational program 

“Raising awareness on Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic Integration” implemented for 

Pankisi Gorge public schools’ teachers and principals is of utmost importance. At the final 

phase of the project, the teachers paid a visit to Brussels, Belgium where they got acquainted with 

the principles of functioning of European and Euro-Atlantic structures. 

„We will use our knowledge to raise awareness among our students. We are bringing with 

us lots of messages. I took notes of what was said and made photo and video recordings.” 

– said one of the teachers, Ms. Nazo Borchashvili about the visit. 

Study visit to Brussels for Pankisi Gorge Public Schools
,
 Teachers and Principals 
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The financial supporter of the project is the Delegation of the European Union to Georgia. 

Project partners are the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, Mission of Georgia to NATO, 

Embassy of Georgia to the Kingdom of Belgium and Luxembourg, Ministry of Education, 

Science, Culture and Sport. 

Similar projects stress the importance of teachers
,
 role in THE development of society and the formation of 

its values. The project aims at raising teachers
,
 awareness of Georgia

,
s European and Euro-Atlantic 

integration process.

ANNU A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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Information Center on NATO and EU implements various activities in the regions of Georgia 

with the active participation and cooperation of local government representatives. Their role 

is extremely important in terms of communication with the local population. 

In 2019, information meetings, trainings and round table discussions were organized for the 

local government representatives with the participation of the invited experts in almost all 

regions of Georgia. In 2019, up to 4 500 civil servants participated in 96 events.

Civil servants / Local Government representatives 

Around 4 500 civil servants

attended 96 meetings
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The Center works extensively with local government representatives in order to provide them 

with updated information on the country’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process. 

On 20 May 2019, the seminar “Europe-Georgia
,
s historic choice” was held in Tbilisi City Municipal Assembly with 

the participation of mayors of different municipalities of Georgia and chairmen of Municipal Assemblies. 

The participants received comprehensive information on Georgia
,
s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process 

and got acquainted with the EU-supported programs implemented in the municipalities in 

Georgia.  

“Europe-Georgia
,
s Historic Choice” 

Communicators for Better Communication 

In order to raise awareness of local government representatives in the regions of Georgia about 

the country
,
s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process, the Center held a seminar “Communicators 

for Better Communication”. The public relations officers of the State Governors
,
 Administration offices 

participated in the seminar.

The project was implemented twice in 2019, in May and October and significantly contributed 

to the development of coordinated messages, policy-making and effective implementation 

of joint events between the representatives of the Center and those of the local government 

bodies. 
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Ethnic minorities 

Raising awareness of and providing information to ethnic minority representatives about Georgia
,
s European 

and Euro-Atlantic integration issues is one of the main priorities of the Information Center on NATO and EU. 

In 2019, direct communication was established with up to 3400 ethnic minority representatives through 125 

events organized.

During 2019, the Center was permanently organizing different types of activities, including in-

formation meetings and campaigns, public lectures, seminars, open discussions, educational 

activities and was spreading information among ethnic minority groups on the importance 

of the country’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration, the visa-free regime with the EU, 

Association Agreement and Free-Trade Agreement.

Up to 125 meetings with

3400 representatives of ethnic minorities
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In order to enhance the participation and engagement of young people from the densely 

populated settlements with ethnic minorities, the project “Young European Ambassadors“ 

was implemented. The project is a joint initiative of LEPL Information Center of NATO and 

EU of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, the Office of the State Minister for Recon-

ciliation and Civic Equality and the United Nations Association of Georgia.  It was conducted 

for the 3rd time within the frames of the “Promoting Integration, Tolerance and Awareness“ 

(PITA) project, with the financial support of the United States Agency for International De-

velopment (USAID).  

A mobile group of young people, who have participated in a specially designed thematic 

school of trainers, has been providing residents of Kvemo Kartli, Kakheti and Samtskhe-Ja-

vakheti regions with information on Georgia’s European integration process and its benefits.

In 2019, the participants conducted 72 meetings in 74 villages across 15 municipalities with 

the participation of 1268 people.

Young European Ambassadors  

ANNU A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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Residents of the villages near the occupation line are one of the priority target audiences of 

the Center. Considering the current challenges, each citizen, especially those living along the 

occupation line, should be informed about the Western integration processes.  

About 400 citizens were involved in 22 information and educational activities carried out during the year.

Population living near the occupation line
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Military servicemen are highly regarded and enjoy high levels of trust in society. Therefore, it is particularly 

important to provide this target group with comprehensive and up-to-date information on Georgia
,
s 

European and Euro-Atlantic integration process, as they represent both the CONSUMers and 

distributors of the information.

Information Center on NATO and EU works closely with the Ministry of Defence of Geor-

gia and carries out various activities to raise awareness of the military servants about the 

country’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process. In 2019, information corners on 

NATO and EU were opened in brigades at the joint initiative of the Center and the Ministry 

of Defence of Georgia. Public lectures and seminars were also held during the year for the 

military, including the annual seminar “Our European Choice: European Values, Euro-Atlantic 

Integration” at the Giorgi Antsukhelidze NCO Academy in Kojori.

About 400 servicemen participated in the activities organized by the Information Center dur-

ing the year.

Projects for Military Servicemen 

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 

Seminars for up to
400 military servicemen
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The Center works closely with media representatives in a variety of formats to facilitate the 

dissemination of the most up-to-date information on Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic 

integration process.

In 2019, 22 training sessions, involving 375 journalists, were organized for media representatives 

by the Center.

Media Representatives 

225 journalists
attended the event
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The project “One Day in the Army” for media representatives implemented by the Center in 

cooperation with the Ministry of Defense of Georgia is worth mentioning.

The cycle of the project was held within the framework of NATO Days and was attended by 

15 representatives of regional media.

Project participants visited the Vaziani Military Base, the NATO-Georgian Joint Training and Evaluation Centre 

(JTEC) and the National Defence Academy. For two days, the journalists, who were accommodated at 

the National Defence Academy, learned about the importance and functions of the Defense Readiness Program 

(GDRP) and JTEC. Participants also received information on existing mechanisms, progress and 

results of NATO-Georgia cooperation.

“One Day in the Army”

ANNUA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 
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The purpose of the media component of the Center’s  new large-scale project “Increasing 

Regional Outreach and Engagement over Western Integration in the Regions of Georgia” is 

to raise public awareness on Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration process by 

supporting regional media outlets.

It is noteworthy that in partnership with the NGO “Internews”, 20 selected regional me-

dia partners (including 5 media outlets broadcasting in ethnic minority languages) received 

training and consulting in addition to small grants (USD 4200-4500) in order to increase ef-

fective coverage of Georgia´s European and Euro-Atlantic integration.

During 2019, the media outlets selected within the project prepared up to 140 various thematic 

media products on Georgia
,
s European and Euro-Atlantic integration.

“Increasing Regional Outreach and Engagement Over Western Integration” project – 
Media Component 

140 media products
were prepared



41

ANN U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9 

The Center is constantly working on developing information materials that provide the Geor-

gian population with the information related to NATO and the EU in an easily understanda-

ble language.

In 2019, the Center prepared, published and disseminated the following information mate-

rials: brochures – “10 Myths about the EU” and “13 Myths about NATO” (both leaflets were 

translated and published in Armenian and Azerbaijani languages) and a comprehensive 

“Guidebook on NATO and the EU”.

The Center’s web page – www.infocenter.gov.ge has a constantly updated electronic library 

offering various materials in Georgian and English on NATO and EU, as well as on Geor-

gia’s cooperation with these organizations. The website also provides daily updates on the 

Center’s news and activities.

I N F O RMA T I O N
MA T E R I A L S
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The team of the Information Center on NATO and EU expresses its sincere gratitude to the Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, LEPL Levan Mikeladze Diplomatic Training Center and the 

Georgian diplomatic missions abroad.

We would like to emphasize the special contribution that the U.S. Department of State and the 

U.S. Embassy in Georgia have made towards increasing the center’s capacity and regional out-

reach.

  

Particularly noteworthy is the role of the State Representatives-Governors administration offic-

es, local self-governments, non-governmental organizations operating in Georgia, higher educa-

tion institutions and the media in supporting the Center’s activities.

The achievements of the Center in 2019 are the result of the support and close cooperation with 

our partners.

In 2019 our partners were:

P A R T N E R S
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 Parliament of Georgia

 Administration of the Government 

 of Georgia

 Ministry of Defence 

 Ministry of Internal Affairs 

 Ministry of Justice

 Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and 

Culture

 Ministry of Regional Development and 

Infrastructure

 Ministry of Environment Protection and 

Agriculture

 Office of the State Minister for 

Reconciliation and Civic Equality  

 LEPL David Aghmashenebeli National 

Defence Academy of Georgia

 LEPL National Center for Teachers 

Professional Development

 MIA Border Police

 Special State Protection Service 

 Tbilisi City Hall

 Tbilisi City Municipal Assembly 

 The Defence Institution Building School

 Georgian National Museum

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

 Embassy of Austria in Georgia

 Embassy of Estonia in Georgia

 Embassy of Italy in Georgia

 Embassy of the Republic of Poland in 

Georgia

 Embassy of the United States of America 

in Georgia

 Estonian Center for Eastern Partnership

 EU Delegation in Georgia

 Friedrich Ebert Foundation in Georgia

 National Democratic Institute (NDI)

 NATO Liaison Office in Georgia

 NATO Public Diplomacy Division

 NATO Strategic Communications Centre 

of Excellence 

 The British Embassy in Georgia

 The United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID)

 The United States Department of State 

 UN Association project “Promoting 

Integration, Tolerance and Awareness” 

(PITA)

Diplomatic corps and international organizations
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LEPL INFORMATION CENTER 
ON NATO AND EU 

2/1, SH. Dadiani St., Freedom Square, 

0105 Tbilisi, Georgia 

Tel.: +995 32 215 81 00

WWW.INFOCENTER.GOV.GE

INFOCENTER@MFA.GOV.GE

ADJARA
Batumi

35, Ninoshvili St. 

MOUNTAINOUS ADJARA
Shuakhevi

30, Tamar The Queen St.

GURIA
Ozurgeti

1, Merab Kostava St.

SAMEGRELO-ZEMO SVANETI
zugdidi

45, Zviad Gamsakhurdia Ave.

RACHA LECHKHUMI AND KVEMO SVANETI
amBrOlauri

11, Bratislava-Racha St.

IMERETI
kutaiSi

59, Tamar The Queen St.

SAMTSKHE-JAVAKHETI
akhalkalaki

44, Tamar The Queen St.

SHIDA KARTLI
gOri

53, Ilia Chavchavadze Ave.

KVEMO KARTLI
marneuli

73, Rustaveli St.

KAKHETI
telavi

1, Erekle II Ave.

facebook.com/EUNATOinfo/ twitter.com/eunatoinfo instagram.com/eu.nato.info youtube.com/user/eunatoinfo

https://www.facebook.com/EUNATOinfo/
https://www.youtube.com/user/eunatoinfo

